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I. Background  
Since the adoption of a revised Independent Comprehensive Articulation Agreement between 
the North Carolina Community College System (NCCCS) and the North Carolina Independent 
Colleges and Universities (NCICU) in 2015, the two organizations have worked collaboratively 
to strengthen the transfer relationship and to provide greater opportunity for students to 
begin their studies at a community college and transfer seamlessly into participating NCICUs.   
  
The Associate in Arts in Teacher Preparation (AATP) and Associate in Science in Teacher 
Preparation (ASTP) Uniform Articulation Agreement is an agreement jointly created by the 
NCCCS Education Faculty and the signatory NCICU Educator Preparation Programs. The AATP 
and ASTP Articulation Agreement is focused on facilitating transfer for students who begin 
education studies at a community college and then transfer to one of the signatory NCICU 
Educator Preparation programs. There are multiple Educator Preparation institutions within 
the NCICU.  While the individual names and majors offered in these programs varies may vary, 
for the sake of consistency and clarity we will refer to all such four-year degrees as “Educator 
Preparation programs” within this document.  
  
II. Purpose and Rationale  
  
The goal of this agreement is the creation of a more seamless and rational transfer process for 
students who begin their studies at a North Carolina community college and transfer to a 
NCICU Educator Preparation program.  This document presents a uniform, statewide academic 
progression agreement that will promote educational advancement opportunities for 
Associate in Arts in Teacher Preparation (AATP) and Associate in Science in Teacher 
Preparation (ASTP) graduates moving between North Carolina community colleges and the 
signatory institutions of the North Carolina Independent Colleges and Universities Educator 
Preparation Programs in preparation for teacher licensure in North Carolina. It describes a 
progression degree plan that includes required general education and prerequisite courses 
that are acceptable to all signatory Educator Preparation programs.  Associate in Arts in 
Teacher Preparation (AATP) and Associate in Science in Teacher Preparation (ASTP) graduates 
will meet entrance requirements at all signatory North Carolina Independent Colleges and 
Universities.  Students must meet individual institutional requirements and application 
timelines for entrance into Educator Preparation programs, including GPA and required testing 
benchmarks. Acceptance into a specific Educator Preparation Program or major is not 
guaranteed.   
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1. Eligibility  
 

To be eligible for the transfer of credits under the AATP/ASTP Articulation 
Agreement, an applicant must earn an Associate in Arts in Teacher Preparation 
(AATP) or Associate in Science in Teacher Preparation (ASTP) degree in a North 
Carolina Community College with a GPA of at least 2.7 and a grade of C or better in 
all transfer courses.  An applicant must meet the receiving institution’s admissions 
requirements.  
  
The student’s program of study must meet the criteria set forth in the AATP or ASTP 
curriculum standards as defined in Appendix E.    

2. Procedures governing transfer of Associate in Arts and Associate in 
Science in Teacher Preparation into Educator Preparation programs at 
Signatory Institutions 

a. The agreement enables students who have graduated from a NCCCS institution 
with an AATP/ASTP degree programs to complete a common list of courses that 
meet the entrance requirements at all signatory NCICU institutions.  NCICU 
Educator Preparation program admissions are competitive, therefore no student 
is guaranteed admission to a specific program or major.  In addition to meeting 
entrance requirements, transfer students will be required to submit evidence of 
meeting required testing benchmarks for each institution’s Educator Preparation 
program.  

  
b. A student who completes an AATP/ASTP degree with a GPA of at least 2.7 and a 

grade of C or better in the AATP/ASTP degree courses listed in Appendix E and 
meets the receiving institution’s admissions requirements and Educator 
Preparation testing benchmarks will have fulfilled the Educator P
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Appendix  A 
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North Carolina Independent Colleges and Universities Signatory Institutions:   
 

  

Barton College Methodist University 
Belmont Abbey College Montreat College 

Brevard College Pfeiffer University 
Campbell University Queens University of Charlotte 

Catawba College Salem College 
Gardner-Webb University Saint Augustine's University 

Greensboro College Shaw University 
Guilford College St. Andrews University 

High Point University University of Mount Olive 
Lees-McRae College William Peace University 
Livingstone College Wingate University 
Mars Hill University  

Meredith College  
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Appendix B 
  

AATP/ASTP Independent Transfer Committee (AATP/ASTPITC) Procedures 
 
Articulation between the North Carolina Community College System (NCCCS) and signatory North 
Carolina Independent Colleges and Universities (NCICU) is a dynamic process. To ensure the 
currency of the AATP/ASTP Articulation Agreement, occasional modifications to that agreement may 
be necessary. The AATP/ASTP Independent Transfer Committee (AATP/ASTPITC) will receive 
requests for modification only upon the recommendation of the chief academic officer of the NCCCS 
or NCICU.  Because the modification process involves faculty and administrative review, this process 
may require up to 12 months for final action. Decisions made by the AATP/ASTPITC will be 
consistent with all pertinent accreditation standards.  
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Appendix C   
 

AATP/ASTP Independent Transfer Committee (AATP/ASTPITC) Membership 
 

AATP/ASTPITC members shall serve on an ad hoc basis as cases arise.  
  
The s AATP/ASTPITC shall have co-chairs, one from the North Carolina Community College System 
(NCCCS) members, and one from the North Carolina Independent Colleges and University (NCICU) 
members. Co-chairs shall be designated at the time representatives are appointed by the NCCCS and 
the NCICU as outlined below.   
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Appendix D 
  

AATP/ASTP in Independent Articulation Agreement 
Transfer Credit Appeal Procedure 

 
Guiding Principle:  If a student from a North Carolina Community College System (NCCCS) college believes the terms 
of the AATP/ASTP Independent Articulation Agreement have not been honored by a signatory NCICU institution to 



 

13 
 

NCCCS Associate in Arts/Associate in Science Articulation Agreement  
Transfer Credit Appeal Form 

Section 1:  Student Information (to be completed by the student submitting the form)  
 
The completed form and any supporting documentation must be submitted to the signatory NCICU 
institution’s Educator Preparation Dean/
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Appendix E 

       Effective Term: 
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Appendix F 
Effective Term: 

  Fall 2020 
 Associate in Science  

                                          in  
Teacher Preparation (A1040T)  

Curriculum Standard   
 

The Associate in Science in Teacher Preparation degree shall be granted for a planned program of study consisting of a minimum 
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 PHI 215  Philosophical Issues                                 (3 SHC) 
 PHI 240 Introduction to Ethics                              (3 SHC) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  Social/Behavioral Sciences (3 SHC) 

Select one course: 
 ECO 251  Principles of Microeconomics               (3 SHC) 
 ECO 252  Principles of Macroeconomics               (3 SHC) 
 HIS 111  World Civilizations I                                (3 SHC) 
 HIS 112  World Civilizations II                           (3 SHC) 
 HIS 131  American History I                                   (3 SHC) 
 HIS 132  American History II                                  (3 SHC) 
 POL 120  American Government                             (3 SHC)  
 PSY 150  General Psychology                                  (3 SHC) 
 SOC 210  Introduction to Sociology                        (3 SHC) 

        
  Math (8 SHC) 
  Select two courses from the following: 

        MAT 171 Precalculus Algebra                                 (4 SHC)      
        MAT 172  Pre-calculus Trigonometry                      (4 SHC)     
        MAT 263  Brief Calculus                                         (4 SHC) 
        MAT 271  Calculus I                                                (4 SHC)   
  MAT 272  Calculus II    (4 SHC) 

 
       Natural Sciences  (8 SHC)  
       Select 8 SHC from the following course(s): 

   AST 151 General Astronomy I (3 SHC)  and  AST 151A General Astronomy Lab I (1SHC) 
       BIO 110 Principles of Biology                                   (4 SHC)  
        BIO 111 General Biology I (4 SHC)  and  BIO 112 General Biology II  (4 SHC) 
        CHM 151 General Chemistry I (4 SHC)  and  CHM 152 General Chemistry II (4 SHC) 
        GEL 111 Introductory Geology                               (4 SHC) 
        PHY 110 Conceptual Physics (3 SHC)  and   PHY 110A Conceptual Physics Lab (1 SHC) 
        PHY 151 College Physics I (4 SHC)  and   PHY 152 College Physics II (4 SHC)  
     PHY 251 General Physics I (4 SHC)  and  PHY 252 General Physics II (4 SHC) 
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Total General Education Hours Required: 45 

OTHER REQUIRED HOURS (15 SHC) 
       
       Education (14 SHC)   
  The following courses are required: 
                     EDU 187    Teaching and Learning for All*                   (4 SHC) 

              EDU 216     Foundations of Education                           (3 SHC) 
                EDU 279     Literacy Development and Instruction     (4 SHC) 
                EDU 250          Teacher Licensure Preparation                  (3 SHC) 
 

*Students who have completed Teacher Cadet or Teaching as a Profession courses in in high school with a B or  
better may substitute that course for EDU 187 Teaching and Learning for All. High school faculty must meet 
transfer level qualifications as established by SACSCOC or other accrediting body. 

                
      Academic Transition (1 SHC)   
     The following course is required: 

            ACA 122 College Transfer Success                            (1 SHC) 
 
 

*One semester hour of credit may be included in a 61 SHC associate in science program of study.  The transfer of 
this hour is not guaranteed.    
 
Total Semester Hours Credit (SHC) in Program:  60-61* 
 

 


