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BACKGROUND AND 
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related programs.  The agreement and articulation detailed in this document fulfills the requirements of 

Senate Bill 315 and will apply to the institutions listed in Appendix A, beginning with academic year 

2018-2019.  

 

PURPOSE AND RATIONALE 

 

This document presents a uniform, statewide academic progression agreement that will promote 
educational advancement opportunities for early childhood education (ECE) students matriculating from 
the North Carolina Community College System to the constituent institutions of the University of North 
�����Œ�}�o�]�v�����]�v���}�Œ�����Œ���š�}�����}�u�‰�o���š���������������Z���o�}�Œ�[�•�������P�Œ�������]�v�����]�Œ�š�Z-Kindergarten teaching licensure program or a 
�������Z���o�}�Œ�[�•�������P�Œ�������]�v�������Œ���o���š�����������Œ�o�Ç�������µ�����š�]�}�v���v�}�v-licensure program. 

This articulation agreement describes a progression degree plan that includes required general 
education for all Birth-Kindergarten (BK) education degree plans (licensure and non-licensure) and pre-
major courses that are acceptable to all state funded ECE to BK programs (licensure and non-licensure) 
options.  Students who follow the progression degree plan will have 60 hours applied to all of the 
North Carolina public ECE to BK programs, both licensure and non-licensure.  Early Childhood 
Education students following the plan are guaranteed not to take additional, and often duplicative, 
courses
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a more -educated and diverse early childhood workforce, and (due to the higher pay for these degrees) 

increased economic mobility for the teachers.   
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UNC Members: Five representatives, including:  

�x One non-voting, ex officio representative, selected by the UNC CAO from among UNC System 
personnel.  This representative will normally be the Director of Community College Partnerships, 
but the UNC CAO may select another individual.  This individual is exempt from the provision 
restricting member to no more than two consecutive terms. 

�x Four representatives from the university member schools.  These members will be nominated 
by their peers and reviewed for approval by the CAO of UNC.  Self-nomination with 
endorsement by peers is permitted. 

 

Questions concerning the ECAA policy interpretations should be directed to the appropriate system's 
Chief Academic Officer (CAO) with an explanation of the institutional policy that may be (or appear to 
be) in conflict with ECAA policy.   

Questions about the transferability of the course work under the ECAA, and/or any proposed changes to 
the policies, general education courses, or early childhood education courses, must be addressed by the 
ECEBKTC.  Changes to the curriculum standards for the Associate in Applied Science Early Childhood 
Education degree program are the authority of the State Board of Community Colleges.  The ECEBKTC 
will be notified of any changes. 

 

B. Admission Policy 

Completion of the AAS ECE does not guarantee admission to one of the twelve UNC institutions who 
offer the Birth to Kindergarten licensure program or one of the eight UNC institutions who offer a  
non-licensure related early childhood education degree.  AAS ECE students desiring admission to a UNC 
institution should review and understand the following conditions: 

�x Admission is not assured to a specific campus or specific program or major. 
�x Students must have graduated from a North Carolina community college with an Associate in 

Applied Science Early Childhood Education degree. 
�x Students must meet all requirements of the Early Childhood Articulation Agreement (ECAA). 
�x Students must meet minimum GPA and/or Praxis score admission requirements for the desired  

four-�Ç�����Œ���]�v�•�š�]�š�µ�š�]�}�v�[�• �������Z���o�}�Œ�[�•�������P�Œ�������]�v�����]�Œ�š�Z-Kindergarten and Early Education-related degrees 
(licensure and non-licensure options).  See specific UNC institution website for information on 
admission requirements and associated timelines, which vary by institution and program.   

�x Students must have an overall GPA of at least 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, as calculated by the college from 
�Á�Z�]���Z���š�Z���Ç���P�Œ�����µ���š�����U�����v���������P�Œ���������}�(���^���_���}�Œ�������š�š���Œ���]�v�����o�o���������������}�µ�Œ�•���•�X 

�x Students must be academically eligible for readmission to the last institution attended. 
�x Students must meet judicial requirements of the institution to which they apply. 
�x Students must meet all application requirements at the receiving institution, including the 

submission of all required documentation by stated deadlines. 
 

C. Transfer Credit Appeal 





6 
 

The Associate in Applied Science Early Childhood Education degree program is structured to 
include three components: 

�x Universal General Education Transfer Component comprises a minimum of 15 
semester hours of credit, 
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e. Requirements for secondary admission to the school of education at each university 
may include the following: minimum Praxis scores, GPA, and other published admission 
requirements for the associated baccalaureate program, available on their degree 
website.  

f. All courses approved for transfer in the ECAA are designated as fulfilling general 
education or pre-major/elective requirements (see Appendix B).  

g. ECAA courses taken beyond the 60 SHC of credit in which the student received less 
�š�Z���v�������^���_���Á�]�o�o���v�}�š���v���P���š�����š�Z�����‰�Œ�}�À�]�•�]�}�v�•���}�(���š�Z�������������X�� 

 
 
4. Certification of Universal General Education Transfer Component Courses, Associate in 
Applied Science Early Childhood Education Degree Completion  
 
Certification of completion of the Associate in Applied Science Early Childhood Education degree 
is the responsibility of the community college at which the program is completed.  Transcript 
identification of Universal General Education Transfer Component courses is also the 
responsibility of the community college at which the courses are completed.  
 
 
5. Four-Year Degree Plan for Community College Associate in Applied Science Early Childhood 
Education Transfer Students  
 
Beyond the Universal General Education Transfer Component courses, a program of study 
leading to the associate degree contains courses related to a student's major or program 
emphasis.  Each UNC institution will develop, publish, and maintain four-year degree plans 
identifying community college courses that provide pathways leading to Associate in Applied 
Science Early Childhood Education degree completion, admission into the major, and 
baccalaureate completion.  Students who complete the Associate in Applied Science Early 
Childhood Education degree plan track published by a UNC institution, and who are accepted 
into that institution and into that major within four years of initial enrollment at the community 
college, will continue into that major at the UNC institution with all courses fulfilling lower 
division general education and other degree requirements.  
 
 
6. Transfer of courses not originated at North Carolina community colleges 
 
Transfer courses that do not originate at a North Carolina community college or UNC institution 
may be used under the ECAA with the following stipulations: 
 

a. Courses must be completed at a regionally accredited (e.g., SACSCOC) institution of 
higher education; 
b. Courses must meet general education requirements as listed in Appendix B; and 
c. Courses may total no more than 14 semester hours of general education course 
credit. 
d. For courses not originating at a NC community college, if the courses are used to 
complete the AAS, the courses will transfer as part of the degree.  
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1. The Faculty Review Process  

Any member of the ECEBKTC may request that a course under consideration be forwarded to 
the Faculty Review Committee.  The Faculty Review Committee is not a standing, established 
committee.  It is an ad hoc committee, with members selected and convened anew when 
needed by the ECEBKTC.   

When formed, on each occasion, the Faculty Review Committee will: 

a. Consist of the following representatives: 
i. Four UNC faculty members 

ii. Four NCCCS faculty members 
b. Receive a request to review a course(s) from the assigned representative(s) of the 

ECEBKTC within one week of the ECEBKTC meeting where the request was made.  
c. Forward their comments, suggestions, and recommendations to the assigned 

representative(s) of the ECEBKTC prior to the next scheduled ECEBKTC meeting.   
 
The assigned representative(s) of the ECEBKTC will report the results of the Faculty Review 
Committee at the next ECEBKTC scheduled meeting for action.  Approval of the requested action 
will require a majority of the ECEBKTC members. 

 

2. Addition of Courses to the Transfer List in the Block Degree Plan 

All additions to the ECAA transfer list must be drawn from the Early Childhood Articulation 
Agreement in effect at the time that the request for the addition is made.  Such additions may 
be recommended by a participating institution through the following process:  

a. The director of a Birth-Kindergarten or related Early Childhood Education at any one of 
the participating colleges or universities make a written request for inclusion of a 
specific course as a general education, a pre-major, or elective to the CAO of their 
college or university.  That CAO submits a written request for inclusion on the transfer 
list to The University of North Carolina CAO.  The UNC CAO will consult with the CAO of 
the North Carolina Community College System Office. 

b. The CAOs, or their designees at UNC and at NCCCS, will then seek feedback and 
endorsement about whether to pursue the change from their respective campuses.  A 
two-thirds favorable response is required for the change to be pursued.  

c. The CAO of either system may submit the request for action to the ECEBKTC a minimum 
of thirty days prior to the next ECEBKTC meeting.  

d. The ECEBKTC reviews the request.  Any member of the ECEBKTC may request that a 
course be referred to the Faculty Review Committee.  For all courses that are approved, 
the Committee records their action and rationale of action.  

e. The NCCCS Office and the UNC System Office will distribute notification of action to all 
the participating colleges or universities in their system. 

 

3. Deletion of a Course from the Transfer List  

The director of a Birth-Kindergarten or Early Childhood Education program at any one of the 
participating colleges or universities may request that a course be removed from the ECE to BK 
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articulation agreement licensure and non-licensure transfer list in the Block Degree Plan by 
following similar procedures as outlined in items 1-5 in the Addition of Courses to the Transfer 
List. 
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Appendix B 

Block Degree Plan Transfer Course List  
(60 Total credit hours applied to Bachelor Degree Program) 

 

General Education 
BLOCK 1 (15 course credit hours):      
Consists of general education courses that are taken as part of all North Carolina AAS early education 
programs. The courses are: 

Course Category Transferable courses Credit Hours 

Communication 







16 
 

Appendix C 

 

Associate in Applied Science in Early Childhood Education Curriculum Standard  
 

Career Cluster: Education and Training**  

Cluster Description:  Planning, managing, and providing education and training services, and related learning support 
services. 

Pathway:  Teaching/Training Effective Term:  Fall 2018 (2018*03) 

Program Majors Under Pathway 

Program Major / Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Code                  Credential Level(s) 
Offered 

Program Major 
Code 

Early Childhood Education CIP Code 13.1210 AAS/Diploma/Certificate A55220 

Curriculum Description 
The Early Childhood Education curriculum prepares individuals to work with children from birth through eight in 
diverse learning environments.  Students will combine learned theories with practice in actual settings with young 
children under the supervision of qualified teachers. 
 
Coursework includes child growth and development; physical/nutritional needs of children; care and guidance of 
children; and communication skills with families and children.  Students will foster the cognitive/language, 
physical/motor, social/emotional, and creative development of young children. 
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         Natural Science (Select 1) 
             AST 111   Descriptive Astronomy & Lab (AST  111A) U               4 SHC 
            AST 151    General Astronomy & Lab (AST 151A) U                     4 SHC 
            CHM 151  General Chemistry I     U                                       4 SHC 
            GEL 111    Introductory Geology    U                                     4 SHC 
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Select one specialty area**: 
 

1. Birth to Kindergarten (B-K) Licensure Transfer   
 
             EDU   216       Foundations of Education (4) 3 SHC 
            EDU 250 Teacher Licensure Preparation (1) 3 SHC 
 
      *If Praxis requirement is met by ACT/SAT scores, take any 3 SHC EDU course. 

        2. Early Education Non-






